
                       April Reading Calendar 2011  
By Nile Stanley, Ph.D., University of North Florida, nstanley@unf.edu          

Sunday  Monday    Friday Saturday 

April is National Poetry Month 
“Poetry helps kids learn to read, to relax, to relate and to blossom.” 

Nile Crocodile, the reading reptile 

1 
April Fool’s Day. 
Unplug the TV as a 
joke. 
 

2 
Read-a-Poem-a-
Day 

 
 

3 
Washington Irving 
(1783-1859) birthday: 
U.S. author of Rip Van 
Winkle. Write a poem 
about a book character. 
 

4 
Visit the knowledge 
store.  Your library has 
lots of free poetry for 
you to read, so does the  
Library of Congress. 

 
 

5 
National Reading a 
Road Map Day. 
Learn how to read a 
road map by locating 
the cities in your area. 
 

6 
Got PowerPoint 
Poetry? 

 

7 
Set your children‟s 
weekly TV schedule. 
Heavy TV viewing & 
gaming 
take kids 
away from 
reading, 
studying, 
and playing. 

8 “Nothing is more 

certain than death or 
taxes.” The U.S.IRS 
request s your share of 
the cost of government 
by April 15

th
.Ask 

parents, “What is 
the IRS?” 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

9 
Civil War ended on 
this day, 1865. 
Gen. Robert E. Lee 
of the Confederacy 
surrendered to 
Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant of the Union. 

10 
National Library 
Week – Visit your 
local library.  
Kristine O’Connell 
George aloud! 

11 
Look-Alike Day. 
Have a contest to find 
people who look like 
the rich and famous and 
give them a little fame 
of their own. 
 

12 
Anniversary of the 
big wind. The 
highest-velocity wind 
was recorded in Mt. 
Washington, NH in 
1934 when gusts 
reached 231 mph. 

13 

 
Karen Alexander 

 
The Undertoe 

14 
William Booth, 
founder of the Salvation 
Army, born in 1829. 
Get kids involved in 
local organizations: 4-
H. scouts, and YMCA. 

15 
Birthday of 
Buddha, founder of 

Buddhism in India 
563 B.C.  Meditate 
on the the poet 
seers:  Psalms, Rumi, 
Blake, and Confucius. 

16 

Poetry Break!  
From Allan Wolf  . 

17 Palm Sunday 
Join the Climbing the 
Poet-Tree Club by 
making a video of your 
poetry performance.  
 

18 
Start a TV log of how 
much  you watch TV 
Write a poem about a 
TV addict you know. 
Bust  a spud, get „em 
off the couch! 

19  
How many TV song 
hits can you and your 
children whistle and 
spell? Play “name that 
TV Tune.” 
 

20  
If TV is “chewing gum 
for the eyes, then 
poetry must be 
medicine for the heart.” 
Laugh with Kenn 
Nesbitt  

27 
Read, write, and 
perform Haiku, 
limericks, couplets, 
sonnets, and free verse. 
Get Instant Forms of 
poetry. 

22  Earth Day in 
USA 
Good Friday 
Awaken your soul 
by reading 
inspirational verse. 
 

23 Book Day & 
Lover’s Day. In Spain 

the death of writer 
Miguel de Cervantes 
(Don Quixote) is 
observed by giving a 
rose and a book to 
someone dear. 

24 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Have an Easter Egg 
hunt. Fill plastic eggs 
with written messages 
or fortunes. Give 
Easter books. 
 

25 
Be a Keeper of the 
Dream Read the great 
poets: Walt Whitman, 
Emily Dickinson, Maya 
Angelou, Langston 
Hughes, and Robert 
Frost. 

26 Shakespeare 

 

27 Gary Soto 

 

28 
Great Poetry 

Reading Day. Read 
some giggle poetry 
with Bruce 
Lansky.  

29 

Act out your 
favorite nursery 

rhymes. 

30  
Louisiana became the 
18

th
 state on this day in 

1812. Write a poem or 
song about New 
Orleans. 

 

Words  

I Like 

to say them 

Words 
I Like to play them 

jitterbug fudge 

Write sticky 
note poetry 

tangerine and 
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Volume 2 Number 2 April 2011 Dr. Stanley's "Improve Children's Reading with Poetry" and the Reading 

Calendar are a free monthly feature of the Department of Childhood Education, University of North Florida, 1 UNF Drive, 
Jacksonville, FL 32224 nstanley@unf.edu, 904-620-1849  Please support literacy and email to parents, teachers, 

librarians and students so they have easy access to the hyperlinks, learning activities and YouTube videos.   

(Supported by Gifts from the Cummer Family Foundation)             

by Nile Stanley, Ph.D. April is National Poetry Month. There's one important message that I hope you'll take away from this 
month's reading calendar and hyperlinks to activities and videos. Poetry helps children learn to read. I know this from 

personal experience and as the result of extensive research. Poetry's value as a teaching tool should be experienced by anyone 
who teaches reading. You'll be amazed at the results garnered by incorporating poetry into your daily literacy instruction, and 

surprised that your classroom has functioned for so long without it.  

As a professor and poet-in-residence at Kings Trail Elementary School (an English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) school in 
Jacksonville, Florida), I use poetry to teach reading to kindergarten through fifth-grade students. I perform for thousands of 
children each year during class visits, school assemblies, literacy celebrations, community events, and conferences.  

Poetry enhances your standards-based reading instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension. It gives you a highly energetic style of teaching. It forges your students' connections to self, school, and 
community. It touches children at an emotional level, engaging and involving them, especially when they experience it as 

performance.  

Creating Readers with Poetry (with Audio CD) by Nile Stanley  

 Book a workshop or assembly with Nile Crocodile today!  

http://www.maupinhouse.com/stanley.php Highly engaging poetry mini-lessons focusing on the "fab five" of 

reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  
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